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INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 06969 

USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, EEIS, El 

SUBJ: EC REQUEST EOR FISHING LICENSEFOR IRISH VESSEL 

REE: (A) BRUSSELS 6367; (B) STATE 145270 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEFORE INFORMING EC COMMISSION OF DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSE ON REQUEST FOR IRISH FISHING LICENSE(REFTEL 
B), MISSION REQUESTS GUIDANCE EROM DEPARTMENT ON NEW 
ELEMENT INTRODUCED INTO THIS QUESTION BY IRISH PERM DEL 
OFEICIAL IN BRUSSELS. THIS OFEICIAL HAS INFORMED US 
THAT THE ERIN FISHER HAD IN FACT BEEN FISHING IN US 
WATERS FOR THREE TO FOUR YEARS PRIOR TO EXCLUSION THIS 
YEAR AND HAS ASKED WHETHER THIS ACTIVITY DID NOT IN FACT 
CONSTITUTE SUFFICIENT BASIS FOR "HISTORICAL RIGHTS". HE 
ALSO INDICATED THAT FISHING ACTIVITY BY THE ERIN FISHER 
HAS BEEN SUBJECT OF CONTACTS BETWEEN DEPARTMENT AND 
IRISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DATING BACK TO AUGUST 1975. 
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